NASIR MISSION TEAM
October 21-30, 2009
By David Humphrey

“Make known among the nations what He has done ” Psalm 105:1

Our recent trip was punctuated from beginning to end with great praise and thanks as we joined our
Sudanese brothers and sisters in glorifying God for all the great things He has done in Nasir.

Even before we left the States, we knew that the trip would be an extra special time. Among the team
members was Buay Wiyual, a Sudanese young man living in Houston originally from the Nasir area.
During the trip, he would be reunited with the family he hasn’t seen in over 11 years. This trip was also a
time of returning to Nasir for Joyce Thompson, a former missionary kid whose family served in Nasir
until they were forced out by the government over 45 years ago. Now Joyce was returning with her
sister, Marcia, who made her first return trip with us last year.

Other team members included Kate Graham, a returning team member who was eager to greet her
Sudanese friends with a happy “Male mugua!” (the traditional Nuer greeting) and Michelle Oakley, who
was excited to use her nursing skills as God fulfilled a dream He gave her years before. As team leader, |
was excited to return for the third time to Nasir with Jengmer, to see the growth of the Nasir Bible
School students and to celebrate the fulfillment of Jengmer’s dream as his home village became the first
of Aid Sudan’s Village to Village projects to be completed.

Tearful, Joyful Reunions with Family and Friends

Buay’s eyes were filled with tears as he embraced the little brother whom he had left as a six-year-old,
now a 17-year-old young man fast approaching Buay’s own height of more than six feet. Before he could
fully take in the moment, our entire team watched a powerful picture of the Father’s love unfold as
Buay looked up to see his father and dozens of others dancing down the dusty runway toward him.

His father had a white lamb in one hand and a sharpened spear in the other. Dressed in bright colors,
the ladies performed the traditional Nuer dance as the men mimicked fighting. Buay and his father
embraced, and then his mother, dressed in beautiful purple from head to toe, wrapped her arms around
the grown son who had left her as a little boy. After this emotional reunion, Buay and his family spent
the next four days together in Torpout with seemingly unending celebrations for a lost son come home
again.

On Sunday, a friend of Aid Sudan showed up in his Land Cruiser to take us all to worship at the same
church that welcomed back their daughter Marcia last year, known to them as Nyabole. This time they
were happy to welcome back her sister, known as Nyabune. Nyabole stood and read a personal letter
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sent by her 90-year-old father that implored them “not to go to the witch-doctors or to use them to put
curses on others”, and we all felt like we were part of the early church listening to one of the letters of
Paul or Peter. In a touching time that followed the reading of the letter, several elders stood up to
recount their memories of Ranyang, Joyce and Marcia’s beloved father.

Nasir Bible School Phase 2 Graduation

The Nasir Bible School students arrived, wearing the prized blue T-shirts they earned upon graduating
from the first phase of our oral Bible School in March. During the first phase, they learned 46 stories
spanning from the fall of Satan to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Since Jengmer’s return to Nasir in
August, they learned 36 new stories from the book of Acts and Paul’s letters. The students greeted the
team and we had one last day of review before exams on Monday. As these twelve men and one
woman stood and told story after story with great enthusiasm and accuracy, we could see that they
were more than ready for their exams. But more importantly, God’s Word was hidden in their hearts.

The next four mornings consisted of administering exams to the Bible School students. Each student was
asked to tell four of the 36 stories, but they didn’t know which stories they would be asked to tell.
Though the students were a little nervous the first day, student after student confidently told the stories
of Peter and John healing the crippled man, the choosing of the seven disciples, the stoning of Stephen,
Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia and so many more.

An inspiration and challenge for us all, these servants of God had grown to love the Word of God and to
desire to share it with those around them. After all the exams were completed and everyone passed, we
gathered on Thursday afternoon for the graduation celebration. Jengmer and | exhorted them to take
the stories they learned and share them with their families and their neighbors. After the students
thanked us for teaching them, they each received a certificate and a new green Nasir Bible School t-

shirt. Until the sun went down, we feasted on a special meal of goat, beans, rice and bottled drinks — a
real treat in the bush!

A Lasting Cure

Our afternoons were spent doing medical work in the community led by our four nurses, including
Marcia Turner and Joyce Thompson. Using their nursing skills, Marcia and Joyce carried on their father’s
legacy of medical missions to care for the descendants of Sudanese men, women and children their
father had treated over half a century ago.

The team, along with the Bible School students, went out into the community to tell Bible stories and
treat the sick. One little girl of no more than six-years-old was rushed to the front of the line to be
treated for burns because she put her hand in boiling hot food as it was cooking over the open fire.
Patients were treated for malaria, joint pain, malnutrition, dehydration, scavies, typhoid and a host of
other medical needs.

Not a day went by when we were able to see all of those who came for treatment, but everyone who
came to the clinic heard the Word of God shared by the Bible School students. On our final day, Jengmer
spoke to the people with love and boldness to tell them that the medicine we give them would not last,
but the Word of God provided lasting healing for their souls.

Village to Village Dedication in Torpout

Our final weekend was spent in Jengmer and Buay’s home village of Torpuot. As our boat approached
the village, we noticed something new on the landscape - a concrete block building with blue metal
shutters and a shiny aluminum roof. Only a few months ago, Aid Sudan heard the pleas of the villagers in




Torpout for water, medicine and education. Thanks to our generous donors, the villagers are now
drinking clean water from their own well instead of muddy river water. They now have the opportunity
to go to a medical clinic in their own village instead of carrying the sick through water and across many
miles to get to the nearest medical facility. For the first time in history, their children have the
opportunity to attend a school with chalkboards and a roof.

Men, women and children marched together singing, dancing and beating drums in a procession that
lasted almost a mile to the school and then to the clinic. When we stopped, the elders encouraged the
villagers to send their boys and girls to school to be educated so that one day, they might become
doctors or presidents. After a prayer of dedication, the doors were unlocked and the rejoicing continued
as we danced and sang in and out of the clinic and the school. Finally, we told everyone that every time
they saw the school, the clinic and the water well that had long been in their dreams and their prayers,
they should thank God because He was the source of these blessings.

One Man'’s Calling

Thinking back over these and many other stories from the trip, | am amazed at how famous God is
becoming in the area because of the sacrificial obedience of one man - Jengmer Yat. Because of his
radical service to the gospel and the partnership of our donors, generations to come will be blessed in
his home area of Nasir. As anticipation builds for the launch of broadcasting from our radio station
there, we can only imagine how much more He will be praised as His truth finds a home in many more
hearts.

b

The students of th Nasir Bible School in their new t-shirts
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